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Candidate Name: Chuck Linn     Region: 3 
 
 

1. What are the traits of an effective school board director?   Tell us why you are running 
for this position and how you are uniquely qualified to serve the WCASD community in 
this role. Please include your experiences with/in the public education system. 

 
I believe that West Chester is fortunate to have a great educational system – including our 
schools, materials, and teachers.  However, I’m concerned that the large and increasing level of 
underfunding at both the state and Federal levels will create even larger budgetary challenges 
for our district.   
 
That’s why an effective school board director needs to have diverse skills, like being a good 
leader, a strong communicator, and the ability to work well with others.  A school board 
director needs to promote a balance of ensuring our commitment to the highest standards of 
quality education with providing it at the lowest reasonable cost. 
 
With the combination of my 30+ years in the financial management industry and my being a 
scout master and a coach of my kids’ sports teams, I have an important balance of looking out 
for our children’s future and ensuring our spending is reasonable.   This experience, combined 
with my own background of being a son of two educators, is a strong foundation towards 
ensuring our children have an education that best prepares them for a successful future. 
  
 

2. The West Chester School Board serves many constituents with varied concerns: 
parents of all students (pre-school, public, parochial, cyber/charter, home school), 
seniors, individuals with no children, teachers, business owners, etc.  How will you, as 
a school board director, encourage and maintain healthy relations between the Board 
and those constituents? 

 
Frequent and effective communication is critical – the Board needs to provide updates on 
topics that are important to everyone in the community.  These communications need to 
promote our many successes and also highlight the many challenges.  The Board also needs to 
be clear on which of those challenges they do, or do not, have control over.  Likewise, the 
community needs to communicate their preferences to the board, and just as importantly, to 
their legislative representatives who can determine funding to our schools. 
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3. In the past five years, what has the WCASD done well?  Are there areas where you 
would you have done things differently?  Please provide examples.  

 
I believe our WCASD schools have done a good job in continuing to provide high quality 
education (as seen in West Chester East High School recently being named a National Blue 
Ribbon School of Excellence by the U.S. Department of Education). 
 
There have been situations in past years where I believe our school’s programs were starting to 
become underfunded.  This could have had a negative effect on our overall educational 
offerings.  I will ensure that our programs remain strong and prepare our children for their 
post-graduations goals.    
 

4. Discuss the role standardized test scores should play in the following areas: 

 
a. Measuring student achievement 

b. Evaluating teacher performance 

c. Evaluating school administrator performance 
 

A form of standardized testing can be useful in seeing the level of education students are 
receiving across the state and country.  However, it seems that the frequency, variety, and 
amount of time spent preparing specifically for those tests, has become too much.  When too 
much emphasis is placed on the tests, too much time is spent preparing for those tests and not 
on the overall curriculum.  
 
 

5. What are three objectives, in order of importance, that you want to accomplish during 
your time on the school board?  How will you go about achieving them? 

 
First, I will ensure that we provide a level of quality education and a commitment to preparing 
our children for their future.   
Second, we need to provide those educational programs, materials, and technologies at the 
lowest reasonable cost.  That means being cost-conscious and sensitive to the taxes asked of 
our community. 
Third, we need to clearly communicate our budgetary challenges and what the Board is doing 
to control costs within our control, and what the community can do to pressure our state and 
Federal governments to return to their previous funding commitments to our schools. 
 
I believe my extensive financial background and my proven commitment to our children and 
community, provide me with the needed tools to work with others on the Board, with the 
Administration, and with everyone in our community. 
 


